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Logline 
 
For a price, he will come into your life and play whatever role you need him to – no questions 
asked – and always, confidentially. He is – The Actor. 

Overview 
 
The Actor is a throwback to a time in television when each episode was self-contained and 
instantly gratifying. With every episode, we are introduced to new characters, a new 
situation, even a new style in storytelling, with the only constant being the main character; 
the mysterious, unnamed ‘Actor’.  
 
Thematically, The Actor will examine the idea of identity. What is it? How do we define 
ourselves from within and to other people? With new storylines and new characters in every 
episode, there is so much freedom to thoroughly examine this theme and how other issues 
come into play – race, sex, violence, death, modern life, and everything in between.  
 
Structurally, The Actor centers around him, the characters that hired him, and those that he 
is fooling. Unlike most shows, in which they more or less followed the same story arc in each 
episode, The Actor is more varied and fluid. The end of each episode has a resolution of sorts. 
That’s not to say that all of the episodes contain happy endings, but that the audience will 
feel satisfied knowing that the points relating to the Actor and the plan have been checked 
off. 
 
Stylistically, everything and anything is possible. Each episode will have its own style. One 
episode might be perfect sets, almost like the diorama sets of a Wes Anderson movie. 
Another episode might have the hyperrealism of a show like The Wire, with handheld camera 
movements and minimal lighting. Depending on the story and characters involved in that 
episode, the style will be a tool used to better deliver that story to the audience. 
 
In the following pages you will find more detailed descriptions on the setting, characters, and 
an outline of the first season, along with an overall storyline arc for three seasons.  

Setting 
 
The Actor travels to his projects around North America. He sometimes has to play a role in 
suburban America, in the office buildings of Wall Street, in the rough streets of the Bronx, 
and in the plush shopping districts of California. His whole life is a series of roles, and the 
world is his set. 
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Episodes Overview 
 

01 The Gatsby 
In the style of a Noah Baumbach family drama, 
Claire has to face her family for Thanksgiving 
after 5 years of not seeing them. In their eyes, 
she’s always been a failure. She hires the Actor to 
be her successful  fiancé and give the impression 
that she’s cleaned up her act, but things go awry 
when her real loser boyfriend shows up. 
 

 

02 James Cagney 
In the style of gritty TV shows like “The Wire”, 
this drama follows two college kids selling drugs 
on campus until they get cornered by the Biker 
Gang running things. They hire the Actor to play 
a “Mr. Big” character that is flying in to negotiate 
with the Bikers.  
 

 

03 Greetings from the End of Days 
Shot in the style of a Jim Jasmusch movie, a cult 
leader feels the pressure when yet another end-
of-days event passes without anything 
happening. With his followers getting restless, 
the cult leader hires the Actor to appear as the 
messiah and tell the followers he will give them 
another 2 or 3 years of life on earth. They set up 
a large special effects production, but things go 
badly when concerned family members of the 
cult break in to disrupt the event. 

 

04 When in Rome 
In the style of a David Lynch film, the Actor gets 
caught in a series of strange experiences while 
being “the white guy” in Beijing. He is towed 
around by a businessman trying to impress his 
subordinates; he becomes a host in a bar that 
gets paid to tell women they are princesses, and 
he officiates a wedding in a hotel while playing 
the role of ‘priest’. 

 



 5 

05 Emoting 
Shot as a straight drama, the Actor gets hired by a 
man to play a doctor. As a doctor, he is supposed 
to tell the man’s dying wife that her cancer has 
gone into remission. This gives her renewed hope 
and enthusiasm, but their daughter – a medical 
school student – is suspicious. The man and the 
Actor have to work together to keep the charade 
going, at least until the man’s plan completes.  

 

06 Performativity  
Reminiscent of the 70s sex-romp movies like 
“Shampoo”, this story follows two lesbian 
writers who are secretly writing about “male 
rights” issues under a pseudonym. Sales have 
plummeted recently so they hire the Actor to 
play the role of that writer. Together they 
embark on a media blitz, but the fractures in the 
relationship between the writers is made worse, 
and it leads to conflict, sex, and chaos. 

 
 

07 Hidden Dangers 
In the vein of a Sidney Pollack political drama; 
it’s an election year in a small, but wealthy 
county in California. A political consultant 
hires him to hold a party at a mansion with 
girls and drugs, and to invite their rival over, 
but when the plot’s uncovered, he goes into 
“clean-up” mode, forcing the Actor to make a 
hasty escape. 

 

08 The Child Star 
A cross between an Alexander Payne movie and 
an episode of Columbo, this story focuses on a 
divorced couple and parents of a child star from 
the 90s. Although their son died in a motorcycle 
accident in Brazil, they have maintained that he 
is alive so they can collect the royalty cheques 
from his music. However the record company’s 
insurance has grown suspicious. The Actor is 
brought in to be their dead son, but he soon 
discovers the couple have a dark secret. 
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09 Like the DuPonts 
Shot in the grand style of an Errol Morris crime 
story, this episode centers on a rich family, 
whose patriarch is a murdering cheapskate. As 
he blows through the estate’s money after 
staging his wife’s “accident”, the patriarch’s 
adult children hire the Actor to play an 
imaginary figure and drive the old man crazy. 
They stage an elaborate con but the old man’s 
craziness leads him to react violently. 
 

 

10 On Acting 
A minimalist episode that looks at two stories 
at the same time – how the Actor came to be 
and a young man who wants to be in movies. 
The Actor is hired by a lawyer to be a casting 
director that dashes his son’s dreams of 
becoming an actor in an audition. To prepare 
for the role, the Actor recalls how his own 
father destroyed his dreams and the events 
that led to his current life. 
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Main Characters 
 

The Actor 
 

 
The Actor’s real name is Robert Dean. He comes from Yorkton, Saskatchewan and grew up 
dirt poor with an alcoholic father, but he always dreamed of getting out and becoming a 
famous actor. After failing of breaking out in the industry, he was discovered by the Agent 
who set him to play roles for certain situations. He’s quick on his feet, has a strong intuitive 
sense, and does not rattle easily. He also has a core set of morals, despite the fact that he lies 
through his teeth for a living.  
 
Throughout the episodes, the Actor is in conflict with his morals and the things he has to do 
to accomplish his job. However, he also loves the experiences he is having – it beats working 
the bar in Yorkton. Although each episode is a different genre and style of storytelling – to 
which the Actor must be modified to match – his core personality and approach does not 
change. He views his job like that of a travelling hitman – he comes into town to do a job and 
leaves, but he fears that with every role he is losing a piece of himself, until he is nothing 
more than a series of masks. 
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The Operator 
 

 
The Operator comes from a wealthy family who was supposed to become a lawyer until 
getting married and popping out grandchildren for her parents. She was not sold on that plan 
and went her own way, becoming a gymnast, world traveller, and personal bodyguard before 
being scouted and lured away by the Agent. She’s a no-nonsense person, totally professional, 
and tries to keep herself from letting her emotions interfere with her work and decisions.  
 
Throughout the series, she’s the rock that keeps the Actor from completely losing it. She’s 
there to support him both logistically and emotionally. There’s definitely some chemistry 
between them, but knowing that the Actor is capricious and lacks self-control, the Operator 
has to take the full responsibility of making sure they don’t cross the line – for both of their 
sakes. Often, the Actor finds himself in dangerous situations and it’s up to the Operator to 
come and get him out of there as safely as possible. She can drive, fight, and she speaks a 
variety of languages.  
 
Like the Actor, she’s someone that is in danger of losing her true self. Although she doesn’t 
fill roles to play like the Actor does, she is constantly avoiding any solid connection with 
everyone, and when she feels that she is becoming vulnerable, she lashes out and hurts the 
people around her, which makes her a volatile character. 
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The Agent 

 
The Agent is like the Actor but an extreme version. He has created a completely fictional 
character that he embodies full time, 24/7. Having worked in Silicon Valley straight out of 
graduating from university, he decided that he wanted to join the world of glamour in 
Hollywood as a casting agent. He dressed himself up and created a new persona for himself. 
He hired beautiful women to pretend to be his girlfriends when he went to Hollywood parties 
and he also hired tough guys that he would get into fake fights with and “rough up” to impress 
people he was with. However, he was caught once by a prospective client but instead of being 
called out for it, the producer asked him to set up a situation; to hire someone to seduce his 
wife so he could seek out a divorce. The Agent was paid handsomely for it and he decided to 
build his own agency setting up these kinds of situations. 
 
The Agent handles the business-end of the operation. He’s the one that the clients contact 
and he also takes a pretty hefty chunk of the fees paid out. Since he’s rarely the one in danger, 
he doesn’t mind taking on assignments that are somewhat dangerous. Through the episodes, 
the Agent comes across as pretty much a greedy, amoral person who is looking to make as 
much money as possible. In the first few episodes he’ll almost be antagonistic, but as the 
episodes continue, it is made clear that he does have a line he won’t cross, and that he’s 
extremely protective of his talent, despite his unwillingness to admit it – even to himself. 
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Product information 
 

Technique of Production: Sony RED 
 

Original Language: English 
 

Producers: Matthias Klenk and Federico Morales 
 

Produced by: FreedRow Productions 
 

Director: Federico Morales 
 

Writer: Federico Morales 
 

Episode Writers: Federico Morales  
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Contact 
 

For further information please contact: 
 

Producers: Matthias Klenk and Federico Morales  
 
 Email: fmorales@freedrowproductions.com 
 Phone number: 778.863.3959 
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